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The Interview Process: reporter Sandro Jennings and Detective Ken Bryson
The interview I chose or this assignment is the one involving Sandro Jennings interviewing Ken Bryson. In this interview, Sandro Jennings is a news reporter seeking information regarding the murder of two people outside a house in a poor section of the city. She interviews Ken Bryson who is a homicide detective in the city. This interview happens close to the crime scene where Jennings conducts the interview with the detective just immediately he comes out of the crime scene where he had gone to collect information.
This interview process exhibited both strengths and weakness. Starting with the strengths, the interviewer asked questions that determined how the interviewee was going to answer the subsequent question. This was a strength of the interview because according to Martin (2006), a good interview process should include questions that shape the ay subsequent questions will be answered by the interviewee. Secondly, this Sandro Jennings asks the questions directly without beating around the bush. This helps her as an interviewer to get only the information she requires from the detective. Thirdly, the interviewer asked her questions audibly to the extent that at no one point did the interviewee, Ken Bryson, ask the interviewer to repeat the question. This is important because clear questions in interviews lead to clear responses (Martin 2006). Fourthly, the interviewer thanks the interviewee after the interview. This kind of appreciation is essential in making the interview process a success because it leaves both parties involved in an interview satisfies (Fleisher & Gordon, 2010). Lastly, another strength that was exhibited in the interview process between Jennings and Bryson was the fact that the respondent who was the detective responded to the questions asked without digression. He only answered what was asked and also offered explanations where there was a need to explain so as to provide enough information to answer the question posed by Jennings.
On the other hand, the first weakness is that the interview process lacked proper introduction. Sandro Jennings literally accosts the detective and immediately starts questioning him about the murder and who the detective thought could be involved without first of all introducing herself to the detective. Second, Sandro Jennings asked two unrelated questions without fast of all allowing the detective to answer the first one. This was wrong because according to Fleisher & Gordon (2010), not allowing the interviewee to respond to the question asked before posting another one confuses the interviewee and therefore compromises the quality of the answers to the questions in an interview. Third, the interview process had a weakness shown in the way Jennings was pinning down the detective in the manner that suggested she wanted the detective to accept that the suspect was the one who committed the murder. Fourth. The interviewee digressed to other issues involving a suspect that was not necessarily involved in the crime and this made the detective uncomfortable because he could not comment on a specific suspect. Lastly, Jennings interviewed without directing the interviewee on which camera to face for the recording and this made the detective to keep guessing on which camera to face as he responded to the questions of the reporter.
To eliminate the weaknesses I have highlighted in this interview, I would ensure that I begin the interview by introducing myself to the person I am interviewing, if I was the reporter, Sandro Jennings, before I start questioning the interviewee. Secondly, I will eliminate the problem of compromising the quality of answers by giving the interviewee time to respond to the questions I post to him before asking another question. For the interviewee in my interview to present the correct answers for my questions, I will only ask questions related to the issue I am interviewing about and avoid digressing to other issues that are irrelevant. Furthermore, in case I decide to ask two simultaneous questions, I will make the interview successful by ensuring that such questions are closely related. Lastly, I will ensure that I direct the interviewee on which camera to face while answering in the case of live TV reporting like what Jennings does.
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